
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

As a mother protects her children, watching over them day by day, alert to danger, and ready if 
necessary to sacrifice herself for their sakes, so you Lord protect, your arms constantly encircling us, 
your hands delivering us from harm. For the intensity of your love, Lord Jesus we thank you. As 
children of a loving God who always listens to our cries, let us pray to our Father in heaven.  
God of love, hear our prayer. 
We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and nurtured in her love, and for Mary, a 
reminder of your patient, waiting love. Blessed be God for ever. 
Loving God, you have given us the right to be called children of God. Help us to show your love in our 
homes that they may be places of love, security and truth. Blessed be God for ever. 
Loving God, Jesus, your Son, was born into the family of Mary and Joseph; bless all parents and all 
who care for children; strengthen those families living under stress and may your love be known 
where no human love is found. Blessed be God for ever. 
Loving God, we thank you for the family of the Church. We pray that all may find in her their true 
home; that the lonely, the marginalized, the rejected may be welcomed and loved in the name of 
Jesus.  Blessed be God for ever. 
Loving God, as we see the brokenness of our world we pray for healing among the nations; for food 
where there is hunger; for freedom where there is oppression; for joy where there is pain; that your 
love may bring peace to all your children.  Blessed be God for ever. 
Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer 
ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord. 
Blessed are you, O God, who gives us the light of the world in Jesus the Anodized One. Receive the 
prayers we offer this day for those in need in every place and anoint the head of all who come to 
your table; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Mothering Sunday was originally a time when people returned to the church, in which they were 
baptized or where they attended services when they were children. This meant that families were 
reunited as adults returned to the towns and villages where they grew up. In time, it became 
customary for young people who were working as servants in large houses, to be given a holiday 
on Mothering Sunday. They could use this day to visit their own mother and often took a gift of 
food or hand-me-down clothing from their employers to her. In turn, this moved towards the 
modern holiday, on which people still visit and take gifts to their mothers. 
Traditionally, people observed a fast during Lent. Lent is the period from Ash Wednesday until 
Good Friday. During the Lent fast, people did not eat from sweet, rich foods or meat. However, the 
fast was lifted slightly on Mothering Sunday and many people prepared a Simnel cake to eat with 
their family on this day. A Simnel cake is a light fruit cake covered with a layer of marzipan and 
with a layer of marzipan baked into the middle of the cake. Traditionally, Simnel cakes are 
decorated with 11 or 12 balls of marzipan, representing the 11 disciples and, sometimes, Jesus 
Christ. One legend says that the cake was named after Lambert Simnel who worked in the kitchens 
of Henry VII of England sometime around the year 1500. 
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/mothering-sunday 
 

 

Pray for the Parish of St. Mark (Stone) Church, the Rev. Dr. John Paul Westin. The Rev. Terry 
Doncaster (retired). Parish of St. Mary (York), the Rev. Canon Kevin Stockall, the Rev. Dr. David 
Mercer, honorary assistant. The Ven. Wandlyn Snelgrove, Archdeacon of Fredericton. Parish of St. 
Peter, the Rev. Canon Dr. Ross Hebb. The Rev. Roy Embley (retired). Parish of St. Philip, the Rev. 
Roderick Black and the Rev. Douglas Painter, the Rev. David Alston. The Ven. Brent Ham, 
Archdeacon of Moncton. Parish of St. Stephen.  

The sick:, Lera Beers, Mikaela Brewer,  Rozelle Crouse, Tammy Doherty, John Gorham, Nick 
Graham, Donald Hayward, Ruby Hayward, Amelia Jabbour, Simon MacDougall, Ken Moore, Ernest 
Newhook, Clark O’Donnell, Linda Powers, Marjorie Price, Marilee Price, Colin Ranson, Jeremy 
Robinson, Suzie 

In Nursing Homes: Ardith Crouse, Stanley Crouse, Nora Currie, Glenna Haines, Phyllis Mooers, 
Doug Waugh   

http://www.parishofbright.org/


 
Hymns before the service:          Songs of Praise   412, 214,  426 
Opening Hymn            Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                                                                                 425 

  Service continues                                                                                                                                        BCP 67 
Collect     
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 A reading from 1 Samuel 16:1-13                                 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab 
and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD 
does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD 
chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 
chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet 
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we 
will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  

The Word of the Lord   People: Thanks be to God 

Psalm 23                                                                                                                                        

A reading from Ephesians 5:8-14                                Reader:  Chuck 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of 
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to 
mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.”  

The Word of the Lord   People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

Sequence Hymn      For All Your Blessings        (first two verses)                                                               440 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John John 9:1-12, 34-41 

People: Glory be to thee, O Lord 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind.“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but 
this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do 
the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world.”  After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So 
the man went and washed, and came home seeing. His neighbors and those who had formerly seen 
him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. 
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”  “How then were 
your eyes opened?” they asked. He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on 
my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”  “Where 
is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said. We know that God does not listen to sinners. 
He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man 
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” To this they replied, “You were 
steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. Jesus heard that they had 
thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  
“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now 
seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him. Jesus said,“For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and 
those who see will become blind.”Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, 
“What? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that 
you claim you can see, your guilt remains.  

The Gospel of Christ  People:  Praise be to thee, O Christ 

Sequence Hymn          For All Your Blessings        (last two verses)                                                             440 

The Creed                                                                                                                                        71 

Sermon 

Offertory Hymn            Be Thou My Vision                                                                                                   505 

Prayers of the People (back  page) 

Confession and Absolution                                                                                                                                  77 

Thanksgiving and Consecration                                                                                                                        78 

Communion Hymns          Songs of Praise   241, 52 

Closing Prayer and Blessing 

Closing Hymn          Jerusalem the Golden                                                                                                      278 

 
 


